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CITIZENS TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, February 4, 2026 - 6:00pm
406 Princess Anne Street, Fredericksburg

https://www.fampo.gwregion

.org/

A video recording of the meeting is linked on the Citizens Transportation Advisory Committee

(CTAC) webpage:
https://www.fampo.gwregion.org/citizens-trans

ortation-advisory-committee/

Committee Members Present:

Yolanda Hipski, City of Fredericksburg, Chair
Allen Watkins, Stafford County, Vice Chair
Jason Braaten, Stafford County (Online)
Michael Catell, Stafford County

Rupert Farley, At-Large

Joe Brito, Stafford County

Denise Flatley, King George

Larry Gross, At-Large (Online)

Rebekah Herrin, City of Fredericksburg (Online)
Jimmy Morris, City of Fredericksburg

Arya Nair, City of Fredericksburg

Tim Welsh, Spotsylvania County

Committee Members Absent:

TaMara Banks, At-Large

Ruby Brabo, Stafford County

Justin Chenault, Caroline County

David Fauth, City of Fredericksburg
Robert Fogg, Spotsylvania County

Glenn Goldsmith, Stafford County
Michael Hoyt, Caroline County
Cassandra Jagroop, City of Fredericksburg
David McLaughlin, City of Fredericksburg
Ann Palbalkar, Stafford County

Ken Pogue, Caroline County

James Powell, Stafford County

Rodney Thomas, At-Large

Kevin Wilkinson, Spotsylvania County
Clinton Wells, Spotsylvania County

Others Present
Rachel Inman, VDOT
Jennifer Wampler, NPS
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Staff Present:
Leda Hinkle, GIS Technician / Transportation Planner
John Ridout, Senior Transportation Planner

1.

Call to Order
At 6:00 p.m., the meeting was called to order by Chair Yolanda Hipski

Roll Call

Leda Hinkle conducted roll call and determined that a quorum was present. The committee
welcomed the newest appointees to the committee, Arya Nair of the City of
Fredericksburg, and Michael Catell of Stafford County.

Approval of the February 4™, 2026, Citizens Transportation Advisory Committee
(CTAC) Agenda

Motion to Approve: Rupert Farley; Second: Tim Welsh
Discussion: None
Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of the January 7, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Motion to Approve: Rupert Farley; Second: Al Watkins
Discussion: None
Motion passed unanimously.

Public Comment: None

VDOT/Transit Report-a-Problem:
The CTAC members passed along the compliment to VDOT for plowing the roadways in
a timely and comprehensive manner in difficult conditions.

Action/Discussion Items

a. Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail Discussion:
Jennifer Wampler, a part-time Partner for the National Park Service presented
information about the Potomac Heritage Trails that extend from Pennsylvania
through Maryland, the DC area, FAMPO and the Northern Neck. Jennifer
provided a comprehensive history and background of the Trail, some challenges
with completing a cohesive network, the success of the trail, and the current and
continued benefits of the facility. One important note was that the NPS had a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with several local jurisdictions that
expired in 2021/2022 when the Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail
Superintendent position was vacant. Currently the Northern Virginia Regional
Commission has a MOU and the NPS can provide staff/resource assistance for
the region. The CTAC followed up with questions about the facility such as the
ownership of the trail, opportunities for trail support amidst celebrations for
America’s 250" Anniversary, and health benefits/impact analysis for gateway
communities. Yolanda continued the trail discussion, including the Rochambeau
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Trail which the CTAC discussed. The CTAC asked further questions about the
lack of a facility on the Nice Bridge in Maryland and how to connect with King
George County. It was noted that the NPS will have an online Roundtable
Workshop on March 19" and that FAMPO Staff will provide additional links and
resources to the Committee members.

8. Staff Reports

a. John Ridout highlighted that the next FAMPO PC on February 9", 2026, will be
held at the Stafford County Government; George L Gordon Jr Building; ABC
Conference Room, Second Flood, 1300 Courthouse Rd, Stafford, VA 22554.

b. John Ridout announced that the Long-Range Transportation Plan Survey is now
available. John noted that getting a large representative response from the
community was critical and that FAMPO has been able to get large responses in
the past. CTAC members provided suggestions for getting the survey out to the
community, such as providing messages in water/tax bills or the city’s newsletter.
The committee asked whether the Dahlgren Base was alerted to the survey, and
they further commented on ideas of how the survey was disseminated to the
community. John provided an overview of how FAMPO establishes relationships
and contact lists with the community to maximize the reach of surveys.

c. John provided a synopsis of the February 2™ TAC meeting noting that much of
the meeting involved a discussion about the SMARTSCALE applications and the
status of the River Crossing. The CTAC asked questions about the impacts and
needs of the project, including how the phasing of the project would impact the
intersections on Route 17 and how alternatives would need to be included to
move forward with the project.

d. The discussion with the River Crossing then moved into questions about the
Policy Committee and House Bill 1000 and a Regional Transportation Authority.
The CTAC questioned and discussed how the Authority would be assembled and
how localities would be impacted by the revenue. John noted that the links to HB
1000 and the CMAQ/STBG projects are on the PC agenda online. Also, John
noted their interest in the State Fiscal Impact Statement and comparison to prior
FAMPO work.

9. Member Reports
a. Al Watkins noted that the PC update covered his report. Yolanda Hipski provided an
update about the Buddhist Monks’ Walk for Peace traversing the region and making their
way through Spotsylvania, Fredericksburg, and Stafford later this week.

10. Future Agenda items
John noted that FAMPO will be requesting FXBGO! to give an update on their routes and
activities in the next CTAC meeting as well as looking into VDOT survey responses for
Pipeline Studies.

11. Adjourn/Next CTAC Meeting March 11, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.
Motion to Adjourn: Rupert Farley; Second: Tim Welsh
Motion passed by unanimous consent.
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