Fredericksburg Area Metropolitan Planning Organization

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE(BPAC)

Thursday, May 2, 2024 - 6:00 p.m.
https://www.fampo.gwregion.org/ 406 Princess Anne Street, Fredericksburg, VA22401

Committee Members Present:

Matthew Lehane, Chair, Stafford County

Chris Clarke, Vice Chair, King George County

Jacob Pastwik, Spotsylvania County

Leigh Anderson, GWRideConnect

Lynn Faust, Fredericksburg Trails Alliance (FredTrails)
Linda LaSut, Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT)
Paul Cariker, Fredericksburg Cyclist Club (FCC)

Brian Ogle, Stafford Citizen Alternate

Clay Murray, At-Large Citizen Representative

Aaron Frank, City of Fredericksburg Citizen Representative

Committee Members Present (remotely, with virtual participation request):
Kevin Brown, At-Large Citizen Representative

Deborah Lately, disability Resource Center (DRC)

Craig Pennington, Caroline County

Jamie Jackson, City of Fredericksburg

Committee Members Not Present:

Greg Goldstein, Stafford Citizen Representative

Debra Fults, disAbility Resource Center (DRC)

Cassy Lord, Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT)

Kim Mitchell, GWRideConnect

Rob Maple, Fredericksburg Trails Alliance (FredTrails)

Jim Lynch, Potomac Heritage Trail Association (PHTA) and Friends of the Dahlgren Railroad
Heritage Trail (DRHT)

Joe Bonds, Fredericksburg Cyclist Club (FCC)

Staff Present:
Kari Eaves, Transportation Planner/ Bike & Pedestrian Coordinator
Connor Anderson, GIS Technician/Transportation Planner
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1. Call BPAC Meeting to Order
Chair Lehane called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call
Mr. Anderson called the roll.

3. Approval of May 2", 2024, BPAC Meeting Agenda (ACTION ITEM)
Motion was made to approve the May 2"¢, 2024, BPAC agenda.
Motion: Jacob Pastwik; Second: Chris Clarke
Motion passed with unanimous consent.

4. Approval of March 7%, 2024, BPAC Meeting Minutes (ACTION
ITEM)
Motion was made to approve the March 7", 2024, BPAC meeting minutes.
Motion: Chris Clarke; Second: Jacob Pastwik
Motion passed with unanimous consent.

5. Public Involvement
e FAMPO FY25 Unified Planning Work Program Public Comment Period
e FY25-30 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Surface Transportation
Block Grant Program (STBG), Carbon Reduction Program (CRP) and Highway
Improvement Program (HIP) Funds Public Comment Period

There were no public involvement comments.

6. Public Comment

e Allen Watkins encouraged the committee to consider how the proposed river
crossing may serve cyclists and pedestrians in the area. He advocated for the
development of a destination for this population of the Stafford side of the river,
mentioning the previous development plans for an industrial park. He also raised the
consideration of a river overlook on the bridge and how that may be impacted by I-
95. He asked the committee to consider these factors when crafting feedback for
involved parties.

e Ms. Eaves read a public comment from Jennifer Combs commending the proposed
speed humps on Keeneland and the Route 1 crossing at Cowan Crossing. Ms.
Combs also expressed her disappointment about the absence of a proposal for the
Keeneland/Westwood/Falling Creek intersection and the city’s failure to address
speeding on Westwood Dr in their current proposal.

7. Discussion/Action Items
a) GWRC Greenway Network Update: Spotsylvania — Jacob Pastwik

Mr. Pastwik provided an update on Spotsylvania’s comprehensive plan and the
GWRC Greenway. He shared a map of bike/ped infrastructure in the
Fredericksburg area and highlighted specific projects focusing on 1 and 2" tier
greenway links.
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In his update, Mr. Pastwik reviewed a VCR alternate reroute and scaling back on
Salem Church Road. He also highlighted Deep Run Trail opportunities to connect
to the East Coast Greenway corridor, considerations for adding the East Coast
auxiliary trail to complete the VRE station connection south of Route 17, and an
additional Eagle Drive linkage to the East Coast Greenway trail. He reviewed the
Smith Station Road shared use path that is a TAP candidate, Ni River Greenway
expansions, and upgrading Massaponax Church Road to a Tier 1 greenway link.
He noted that the Church Pond Road “Greenway” will be removed upon the East
Coast Greenway reroute and identified changes to the Po River Greenway. He
reviewed the plan for the East Coast Greenway to construct a shared use path on
the northbound side of Roxbury Mill Road before a bridge switches the shared use
path to the southbound side of Roxbury Mill heading south into Thornburg. This,
he identified, is one place where the network deviates from the Route 1 corridor.
He also reviewed the widening of Mudd Tavern Road in Thornburg with a shared
use path along the southside and identified various shared use path segments along
industrial developments/parks and the development for the Spotsylvania Kalahari
Resort. He proposed redesignating Mudd Tavern Road as a 2" tier greenway and
rerouting the East Coast Greenway from Mudd Tavern Road along Route 1.

In his update, Mr. Pastwik also mentioned the segments of the Virginia Central
Railway trail that had been procured by some private owners. He mentioned a
recreational trail easement that attempts to reclaim county ownership of the trail.
He also reviewed the recreational trail easements in the western part of the county,
near Lake Anna. Mr. Pastwik also shared a proposal expanding a shared use path
along Jackson Village Parkway and eventually connecting it back to the East
Coast Greenway.

Mr. Pastwik explained how the Spotsylvania County Trailways Master Plan
emphasizes linear trail projects linked to planned road projects and opportunities
for required frontage improvements. He shared how the county was working to
build a network along the Route 1 corridor and highlighted the network’s
progress, noting that, at this point, the designation of “East Coast Greenway” is a
formality.

He followed his overview of the Greenway update focusing on the tier one
corridors: the East Coast Greenway and the Virginia Central Railway trail. He
shared the specific plans for various road widening and shared-use path projects,
including private development projects, and updated the committee on project
progress.

b) SMART SCALE Round 6 Update: Regional Projects Summary — Kari Eaves

Ms. Eaves reviewed the pre-application stage of the SMART SCALE process. She
reminded the committee that projects are screened out at this stage and identified
the project that had been screened out for Round 6. She reviewed the FAMPO and
GWRC pre-application project lists and finished her presentation by reviewing the
next steps for SMART SCALE Round 6.
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Correspondence
No Correspondence.

Staff Reports

Ms. Eaves shared that Colie Touzel, former Public Involvement and Title VI Coordinator,
had resigned from FAMPO.

Member reports

Austin Ridge Needs:

Discussion was postponed until the BPAC member presenting is present to

present it. The committee reviewed the difference between correspondence and public
comment: Correspondence may be a letter written by an organization or a news article,
or may not be address to the committee. Public comment is written by citizens or
residents and addressed to the committee.

Mr. Frank shared events for National Bike Month, highlighting May 8™, National Bike to
School Day, and the various groups that will bike to Hugh Mercer. He also reminded the
committee of the Marine Corps half marathon on May 19" and encouraged anyone to take
advantage of the open streets by bike.

Ms. Faust shared the development of a one way, bike-only, mile long trail at Motts Run
Reservoir. She also updated the committee on trail maintenance activities to occur over the
next few months.

Ms. LuSut shared VDOT’s planned installation of various, temporary bike/ped counters as
a part of their Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program. She alerted the committee to the
absence of any FAMPO jurisdictions planned for installation and shared how committee
members may get involved.

Vice Chair Clarke gave an update on trail development at Hopyard Development along
Port Conway Road in King George. He thanked Ms. Lord for assisting King George with
SMART SCALE Round 6 deadlines.

Adjourn Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting

Motion was made to adjourn the May 2™, 2024, Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory
Committee meeting at 7:34 pm.

Motion: Jacob Pastwik; Second: Lynn Faust

Motion passed with unanimous consent.

Next meeting July 4, 2024, at 6:00 pm
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